
Gosport Voluntary Action Annual General Meeting Minutes 

Date:  Tuesday 3rd October 2017 

Location:  Gosport Town Hall, High Street, Gosport 

Present: 
 
 
 

Cllr Linda Batty, Mayor of Gosport 
GVA Acting Chair, Ivor Feist 
GVA Chief Officer, Nicky Staveley 
 
Full list of attendees available at GVA. 

 

Serial Comments 

01. 
Welcome & 
Introductions 
 
 
 

Cllr Linda Batty, Mayor of Gosport and Hon. President of GVA welcomed everyone 
to the Gosport Town Hall for the AGM and introduced the theme of the meeting, 
Tackling Loneliness and Social Isolation’. 
 
Chief Officer, Nicky Staveley gave a brief overview of the programme and 
introduced Ivor Feist, standing in for GVA Chair, Margaret Wilkinson. 
 

01.a Apologies. 
Margaret Wilkinson, GVA Chair, Norma Butler, GVA Trustee, and Dominic Lodge, 
Southern Health NHS Foundation Trust gave apologies.  In addition seven other 
apologies were received from local groups and staff members.  The full list is held at 
GVA. 
 

01.b Approval of minutes of the AGM held on 3rd October 2016. 
The minutes were unanimously agreed to be an accurate record of the meeting. 
Proposer:  Mandy Bright, GVA Community Engagement Manager 
Seconder:  Roshan Taylor, RiRo Management 
 

01.c Approval of Annual Report and Auditors Statement of Accounts. 
The annual report has been circulated to all members and agreed by the Executive 
Committee. 
Ivor Feist asked if there were any questions or comments.  None were raised, 
therefore, it was agreed that the accounts should be approved. 
Proposer:  Julia Golding, GVA Volunteer. 
Seconder:  Adam Corcoran, GVA Trustee. 
 

01.d To re-appoint Mr Geoffrey Hicks of Wood Hicks & Company for the year 
2017/2018. 
It was proposed to appoint Mr Geoffrey Hicks of Wood Hicks & Company as 
Independent Examiner for 2017/18.   
Proposed:  Ivor Feist, GVA Trustee 
Seconder:  Chris Robson, Shore Leave Haslar 
 

01.e To consider applications for Membership at GVA. 
The following organisations have been approved by the Executive Committee during 
the year: 
 
Full Membership:- 

 Veterans Outreach Support 

 CHAT (CHAT2US) 

 Trinity Gateway Community Services 

 Oarsome Chance Foundation 
Associate Membership:- 

 Weight Watchers UK 



 
The proposal was to formally ratify the applications for membership. 
Proposed:  Ian Reeves, GVA Trustee 
Seconder:  Una Sadler, We Can Read 
 

01.f Election of Executive Committee members. 
 
Adam Corcoran of Donnelly & Elliott solicitors was proposed as a new Trustee. 
Proposed:  Mandy Bright, GVA Community Engagement Manager 
Seconder:  Ivor Feist, GVA Trustee 
 
Ivor Feist informed the AGM that he was standing down as a Trustee at today’s 
meeting to pursue other projects.  Nicky Staveley also informed the AGM that Jan 
Bushell was also standing down.  Nicky thanked both Ivor and Jan for their help and 
support which had been invaluable. 
 

01.g Election of Honorary Officer. 
It was proposed that Margaret Wilkinson should be re-elected as Chair. 
Proposed:  Ivor Feist, GVA Trustee 
Seconder:  Grace Peak, Local resident   
 

01.h Any Other Business 
Cllr Lynn Hook informed the AGM that Cllr Zoe Huggins would have to step down 
from the Board due to other commitments, however, Cllr Lynn Hook would attend 
in her place. 
 

02 Launch of new logo, website and literature highlighting some of GVA’s 
successes. 
 
Nicky Staveley presented the new logo to the AGM.  An Italian student had recently 
carried out his internship at GVA, he has re-designed the logo and updated literature 
for all projects.  Nicky also gave a presentation showing the achievements, 
challenges and future priorities for GVA.  To view the presentation, please click on 
the icon below. 
 

GVA Success, 

Challenges + Future Priorities.pptx
 

 
Q:  If GVA partners with Portsmouth, what will happen to volunteers that want to find 
a role in Gosport? 
A:  Both Gosport & Portsmouth have their own websites and the focus is on people 
in local outreach, placing them in appropriate roles in their chosen location. 
 
Q:  Do Surgery Signposters have continued funding? 
A:  Yes, they do up until the end of March 2018. 
 
Q:  Does GVA encourage legacy funding? 
A:  Yes, this is under development being added to our website and on our new 
literature. 
 
Q:  Is GVA being represented at the 55+ Infofest? 
A:  Yes, GVA will be attending on the 20th October at Thorngate Halls with particular 
focus on our AWARDS project supporting older people. 
 
 



03 Website, Self-Serve and Social Media Presentation – Lisa Powell, GVA 
Volunteer Placement Officer. 
Lisa gave a presentation showing GVA’s new website and how groups can self-serve 
via the website, to update their own details and volunteering opportunities.  All 
groups have an account automatically set up but some members may have to reset 
their password. Lisa gave a brief instruction on how to do this, but can provide 
support via phone or email if groups encounter problems.  Chris Robson of Shore 
Leave Haslar has been successfully using the self-serve facility, and commented 
that it was very user friendly. 
 
To view the full presentation, please click on the icon below. 
 

Website and Local 

Media.pptx
 

 

04 ‘Loneliness and Older People’ Keith Berry – Together Canterbury (Diocese of 
Canterbury and Church Urban Fund Working Together).   
 
The Church Urban Fund (CUF) was established by the Church of England as a 
practical response to unmet need in local communities.  Keith explained how working 
with various partners, such as Age UK, they aim to make their work more effective. 
This has proved effective and resulted in other local projects such as ‘Capel Cares’. 
 
Places of Welcome – This began as a Birmingham Social Inclusion project, but is 
now a network of hospitality, providing a safe place for a friendly face, cup of tea and 
conversation. 
 
With all the work CUF do, they have found that group activities work better than one-
to-one intervention. 
 
To read more about CUF and the work they do, please visit the Church Urban Fund 
website by clicking the link. Church Urban Fund  
 
The whole aim of CUF is to help local churches grow in confidence and capacity in 
their involvement in local communities. Churches are uniquely placed to partner with 
other organisations. 
 
Q:  In regard to the Places of Welcome scheme, Gosport has a number of third party 
hate crime reporting centres, such as the Discovery Centre; could this work 
together? 
 
A:  It is acknowledged that people may wish to come in and ‘offload’ their situations 
however for such sensitive issues a more private place may be required. It was noted 
that a social group is already running in Gosport, called CHAT, which provides 
information and a listening ear. 
 
Q:  The difficulty in engaging people was discussed. Any novel ideas of reaching 
those not currently receiving community support would be welcome. Please add any 
feedback on the ‘walls’ at the end of the meeting. 
 
A:  The scheme, ‘Capel Cares’ has its own newspaper and this is delivered into 
every home in the village.  No clear answer, however, Doctor’s surgeries were a key 
resource. 
 
Q:  Is it possible to be linked to Places of Welcome? 

https://www.cuf.org.uk/


A:  Yes, please see the attached link. http://www.placesofwelcome.org/ 
 
Q:  Are Places of Welcome a separate organisation or part of CUF? 
A:  Yes and No.  This started as a project in Birmingham, but linked to CUF to bring 
new branding, raise profile and link with other organisations. 
 

05 Closing Address from the Mayor of Gosport. 
The Mayor thanked everyone for attending the AGM and invited all to enjoy 
networking over lunch. 
 
Questions were posed regarding loneliness and social isolation in Gosport and 
attendees were asked to contribute how the problem could be tackled, comments 
were placed on the ‘walls’ around the room.  The feedback collated from the 
comments is attached below. 
 

2017 AGM 

Feedback.docx
 

 

06 AGM ends 
 

http://www.placesofwelcome.org/

